





































































































































































































APPENDIX I

“SOME HISTORIC MACLEANS OF TIREE”
DAILY EXPRESS, FEBRUARY 3, 1930
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APPENDIX II
LACHLAN BAN MACLEAN

Lachlan Ban Maclean, who was named the son of John McCharles Maclean and
the grandfather of Donald Maclean of Ruaig in the version of The Clan Gillean which
included the notes transcribed by David Robertson, lived at a time of great changes on
Tiree. The island long held by the Macleans of Duart, who were the chiefs of Clan
Maclean, was finally surrendered to the Duke of Argyll in 1691, and it was reported in a
1930 newspaper article, “Some Historic Macleans of Tiree, that Lachlan, as bailie of
Tiree, had played a heroic role in resisting that takeover by the Campbells. There is
evidence, however, that he, the grandfather of Donald of Ruaig, was never bailie of Tiree,
and that the Lachlan Maclean, the real bailie of Tiree, played the part of a traitor to
Maclean of Duart and attempted to assist the Duke of Argyll. Below are excerpts from
Nicholas Maclean-Bristol’s book entitled, From Clan to Regiment. It covers chiefly the
activities of the Macleans of Coll, but does discuss wider matters of Clan Maclean from
time to time.

Page 48:

"In 1674 Hugh McLean & Lachlan McLean were appointed joint bailies of Tiree.
The former was a member of the Boreray family in North Uist, the latter was the eldest
son of John McLean of Grishipol in Coll.

In exchange for his services Lachlan (Bailie) received the 6 Merklands of Ruaig
& Vaull in Tiree rent-free, but he had to pay £40 for the Mill at Helliboill (Helipol) from
which he made a tidy profit”.

Page 55:

On 22/4/1675, 400 or so of Duart's former tenants & friends gathered together at
Knockmartin, Mull. They entered into a league and bound themselves together by an
oath. One MacLean was notable by his absence. This was Lachlan McLean of Coll.
There were several reasons why Coll was standing aloof from his kinsmen. On was
because his cousin, Lachlan McLean, younger of Grishipol, who had been Duart's Bailie
in Tiree, was kept on by (Duke of ) Argyll and re-appointed Bailie of Tiree. When Brolas'
(another McLean) men landed on Tiree, they seized the rents that the Bailie's had
collected. Lachlan McLean Bailie, fled to Coll's Castle. He wrote to Argyll on 2/5/1675,
he also wrote to Lochnell on 26/5/1675. He asks him to 'Look for a present lyvelyhood to
me & myn & place of refuge to remain in saftye so long as the countryes are in trouble' "

However the note at the bottom of the letter is VERY interesting indeed!
Lachlan writes
" Sir, if there wer a vessel in any plaice
About the Sound of Mull. I think and speedilye I (?)
This leter and keep it secret. "
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It would appear that Lachlan Bailie wanted the story put about that his ship had
sunk to the bottom of the Sound of Mull, to hopefully stop Brolas and other McLeans
from pursuing him.

Nicholas Maclean Bristol reports Lachlan then fled to the Isle of Rum. Nowhere
though, does he refer to Lachlan Bailie as Lachlan 'Ban' Bailie. Another note further on is
describing a Roderick McLean who was later refusing to pay his taxes, because he
claimed that his 'curators' had not looked after his interests properly. It says

" Roderick McLean was the eldest son of Lachlan McLean, younger of Grishipol,
Argyll's Bailie in Tiree in the 1670's. Roderick first appears in the records in 1674, when
he must have been at least 14, and as Captain Lachlan (I take this to be Roderick's eldest
son) was born after 1729, Roderick must have been an old man when his eldest son was
born. "

Florence Straker, a Tiree genealogist, wrote the following”

“From what I can gather, NMB says Lachlan Bailie, whose maternal grandfather
Roderick had been a Glasgow merchant, had originally followed Roderick into trade. He
settled in Dumbarton, at that time the river Clyde was too shallow to allow ships up to
Glasgow, and Dumbarton was a trading port where Highland cattle were sent from the
isles, and as Lachlan had a younger brother who was an experienced drover, this was
perhaps why he was appointed burgess in 1669. Argyll owned lands around Dumbarton,
so it is possible Lachlan had come to the attention of the duke prior to 1674. This may
explain why Argyll re-appointed Lachlan as Bailie in 1674 when the MacLeans had
forfeited Tiree.

In 1679 Lachlan Bailie, is still in hiding, (on Rum?) and he writes to
Cunningham, the Provost of Dumbarton. Lachlan thanks Cunningham for providing his
wife and bairns with beef, he has received a letter from his wife in Dumbarton telling him
so. He asks Cunningham to further provide for his family until his safe return. Argyll
writes himself to Cunningham, stating he has kept Lachlan Bailie safe all this while, and
requests that Cunningham make available 100 merks Scots, for the provision of Lachlan's
family until he (Lachlan) can safely return. Argyll also promises to repay this debt.”

The evidence presented above completely de-bunks “Some Historic Macleans of
Tiree”, at least in that portion relating to Lachlan Ban, the grandfather of Donald of
Ruaig. It also casts doubts on the story of Donald of Ruaig being the pilot of Bonnie
Prince Charlie, but whether that portion is credible can be left to individual judgment.

A copy of the article in the February 3, 1930 issue of the Dailey Express is shown
in Appendix .

It is much more difficult to determine who Lachlan Ban was, than who he was
not. There is some evidence to suggest that he succeeded his father as tacksman of
Salum, since a Lachlan McLean of Salum appeared on the List of Men Capable of
Bearing Arms in 1716 in that location. The impressive array of weapons which he turned
in shows him to have been better armed that most Tiree men, indicating that he was
wealthier than most, and likely to have been of the tacksman class at that time. The entry
of this 1716 List is shown below:
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"Lachlan McLean of Salum gave gun ane sword & durk Broloss took a broad
sword from him & another gun".

The above is not conclusive evidence that Lachlan Ban did follow John
McCharles as tacksman of Salum, since the name Lachlan Maclean was so common in
the Gaelic world. There is also the fact that his son, Ewen, did not appear in the List of
1716 as living in Salum, which would be expected if his father was tacksman of that
township. Then, too, there are the entries in the List of 1716 for the township of Ruaig as
follows:

Lachlan McEwn oig Mclean gave in two guns, a sword, & a pistol.

Donald McLean, his brother has a sword & durk of his own, which
he gave in.

These Macleans also appear to have been of the tacksman class, judging by their
weapons, and a Ewen Maclean is known to have been the father of Donald of Ruaig and
probably preceded him in that location. The Donald McLean above could not have been
our Donald of Ruaig, however, since he would have had to be at least 16 years old in
1716 and our Donald of Ruaig is believed to have been born in either 1714 or 1729.

If the Ewn oig of Ruaig above was of the ancestral line of our Donald of Ruaig, it
would mean that he was his grandfather, not his father, and the genealogy given in The
Clan Gillean was incorrect and missed a generation.

Whether Lachlan Ban succeeded his father John McCharles Maclean as tacksman
of Salum cannot be determined conclusively from what is currently known. This writer
has favors the theory that Lachlan Ban did follow his father as the tacksman of Salum,
but it should be noted that this is open to question, since it does not answer the question
of why his son Ewen was not living with him in Salum.
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APPENDIX III
CLAN MACLEAN STRENGTH IN THE HEBRIDES

1577-1595
Island and Owner Arable Land (Merklands) Number of Fighting
Men

Mull

Maclean of Duart 170 600

Maclaine of Lochbuie 60 200

Maclean of Coll 20

Mackinnon 20 100
Scalpa

Maclean of Duart 4 20
Gometra

Maclean of Duart 4 16-20
Coll

Maclean of Coll 30 140
Tiree

Maclean of Duart 140 300
Islay (1/2 of Island)

Maclean of Duart 180 400
Jura

Maclean of Duart 15 83
Scarba

Maclaine of Lochbuie 4 17
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