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those exercises of authority which come from ownership

and cannot be enforced without the possession of the

rights of property. The abolition of the run-rig system

was always most unpopular in the Highlands. In

Tyree, as elsewhere, it was abolished, and could only be

abolished by the authority of ownership. Every sub-

sequent measure of improvement—the regular division

of individual possessions,—-the fencing of them,^—the

selection of the best candidates for the holding of them,

—the building of a better class of houses,—the intro-

duction of ploughs in substitution for the old barbarous

'* crooked spade,"—the introduction of carts,—of grain

of a better kind,—of superior stock,—of dairy farming ;

—in short, every item of progress in agriculture has been

the work, and often the arduous and expensive work, of

the proprietor. Moreover, even all these would have

been useless without the arrest laid upon subdivision,

and the steady progress made towards the establish-

ment by consolidation of more adequate and comfort-

able possessions. If a higher standard of comfort has

now been attained, and if a higher standard of intelli-

gence has followed it, this happy result has been due

entirely to the causes I have indicated. The tendency

to subdivide is now, indeed, checked amongst the

larger crofters, but it has not been eradicated in the

class w^hich still represents, in a mitigated degree, the

former condition of things. It is curious under what

shifts and disguises—sometimes under what accidents

of mere laziness—the old tendency is liable to re-

appear. Some cow is said to want a byre. The byre

is built, and in a short time the cow is expelled, and

a new family is installed instead. I need not point out

that nowhere in the Low Country, or indeed in any
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civilised part of Europe, would this process of squat-

ting and subdivision be allowed by the proprietors of

land. It is not easy to see why estates in the High-

lands of Scotland should be subject to a practice so

ruinous to agriculture and so inevitably productive of

a pauper population.

Explanation as to 1 have yet to mention one other portion of my
piemen enanc} o

^^^j^^^g -j^ ^^^ Islands which has been visited by the

Commission, I mean a property which belongs to me

iu the Island of Lismore. I am all the more glad to

do so as it affords me an opportunity of pointing to a

practical illustration of the views which I entertain

as to the varieties of local circumstance which ought

to determine the size of possessions. I have no

hesitation in saying that my property in Lismore

is one of the few cases I know in which con-

solidation has been carried much too far. But I am

not responsible. I purchased the property only a few

years ago, and found almost the whole of it under

lease to one sheep-farmer, whose ordinary residence

and whose largest farms are in the Low Country.

Lismore is essentially an island adapted to small

farms of mixed arable and pasture. Being wholly

composed of limestone, its grazing is magnificent, and

there are sheets and patches of arable land interspersed

amonor the hills and rocks, consistino; of a soil so rich

that Dr. Voelker, the eminent chemist of the Royal

Agricultural Society of England, reports to me that it

resembles nothino; so much as some of the finest soils

of the American continent. I can only say that if I

live to see the expiry of the present Lease under which

the greater part of that property is held, it is my hope

and intention to break up the large single sheep-farm,
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and to divide it into smaller but still comfortable

possessions. I believe it to be admirably adapted for

dairy-farming, and for the growth of the finest oats

and turnips. It has abundant shelter although it has

little or no wood. This arises from the steep faces

and sudden knolls into which the limestone strata

have been thrown, amidst the intricacies of which

cattle ai]d sheep can always find spots sheltered from

all winds. The island is close to a growing market

in the town and port of Oban ; and from the splendid

panorama of sea and mountains by which it is sur-

rounded, as well as the excellent trout-fishino; which

it affords, I am not without hope that in summer and

autumn, at least, it may have some market from

health-seekers within its own attractive shores. In

vision at least, if not in fact, I already see it botli

better peopled and better cultivated. Economic

causes of the same kind will operate in the same

direction in some other parts of the Highlands where

the difficulty of letting to advantage the very large

class of sheep farms is already telling in favour of

smaller possessions.

I am,

Your Lordship's obedient Servant,

ARGYLL.

Inveraray, Oct. i, 188,3.



APPENDIX

PETITION from Poor Persons in Tyree for Aid to

Emigrate.

Unto Sir John M'Neill.

The Petition of the nndersigned Cottars and

small Crofters on the Island of Tyree,

Humhly sheiueth.

That since the making of kelp ceased, and par-

ticularly since the failure of the potato crop, .the

inhabitants of this island have been in a state of

great destitution ; and, were it not for the benevo-

lence of the proprietor, and the aid afforded by the

relief board, they would inevitably have starved.

That hitherto they have been employed by the pro-

prietor at drainage and other works, during the

winter and spring months, before the land was

cropped, and during the summer they were supported

by the funds of the relief board. That this latter

resource being now at an end, your petitioners' pros-

pects, on looking forward to the ensuing summer,

are in the extreme dismal, and the more so, as the

only prospect of ultimate relief to which they so

fondly cling is denied them^that of emigration

—

which your petitioners neglected to take advantage
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of while in their power, probably supposing that the

relief funds were to last, or that the potato would

be restored. That, to add to their further grievance,

your petitioners are led to understand that those

adverse to emigration from the West Highlands are

using every possible means to prevent it, and that

statements are made publicly that the poor can be

supported by employing them in the improvement of

waste land. Those who advocate such are certainly

actuated by other motives save that of philanthropy,

and display the grossest ignorance as to the resources

of the country, particularly as regards this isolated

island, where there is no fuel, and not an inch of

waste land which the inhabitants could not drain

and trench in a few months. That your petitioners

would now most early request, that if possessed of

the bowels of compassion, such as were your fore-

fathers, or value the lives of your countrymen, you

will not credit the statement of those inimical to

our best interest, but examine individually into

our circumstances, and the condition of the island,

when they have no doubt you will have sufficient

proof afforded of the fallacy of such statements, and

the injury and cruelty done us by such misrepre-

sentations, which may perhaps be the means of the

Duke's withholding his bounty, and depriving us of

the "power of participating in the enjoyments and

comforts, they are from day to day informed, their

friends in Canada enjoy to such an extent.

May it therefore please your honour to take the

miserable condition of your petitioners into con-

sideration, and use your influence with Her
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Majesty's Government, or His Grace the Duke

of Argyll, to provide for them the means of

emigrating ; and your petitioners shall ever

pray.
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