






















































































' Minvtes of Evidence. 2171' 

NEIL M 'NEIL, Crofter, Vaul (50)—examined. 

34189. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you any paper1?—I have :—'To ARGYLL. 
i the Royal Commissioners for the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. The ~ 
' township of Vaul consists of twelve crofters and fourteen cottars. I 
• represent the township. Our grievances are—(1) That a former factor Neil M'NeiL 
\ made us sign a document that we would be obedient to his laws j the 
! result was that he nearly doubled our rents within the last thirty-eight 
' years, partly for drainage and twice for reasons unknown to us. (2) That, 
! owing to the inferiority of the soil through incessant tillage, we have to 
- buy all our meal from Glasgow. Our sons and daughters gather our rent 
1 through the world. (3) Scarcity of fuel and wool, for we have no sheep. 
' (4) That the cottars are a great burden to us. By order of the 
\ Crofters of VauL NEIL M ' N E I L . ' — I have been requested to hand in 
the following papers also :—For John M'Kinnon, Kirkapool; Hugh 
M'Dougall, Vaul; and Lauchlan M'Kinnon, Vaul. 'To the Royal 
' Commissioners for the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. Statement of 
' John M'Kinnon.—I was formerly a crofter in Kirkapool. My grievances 
! are—(1) That the land was taken from me while my rent was paid. I 
' was gathering the rent the best way I could, at all sorts of fishing ; and as 
' soon as my father and mother died the land was taken from me, and no 
' recompense. I may state that my father and grandfather were crofters 
' on the same land before me; (2) that I have a large family, some of 
' them young, others unable to do anything for, themselves; (3) that I 
' mostly live by fishing. I have no boat nor nets of my own.—JOHN 
' M 'KINNON, KirkapooL'—The Statement of Hugh M'Dougall, Cottar 
' and Fislierman, Vaul, Tyree—Sheweth, That our house was damaged 

• by the November tide of 1881, and I sought liberty from the factor to 
• build another house at my own expenses, above high-water mark, and 
' that was not granted us. I having no other occupation but the fishing. 
' What I desire is that we shall be allowed to build another house, where 
' our lives shall not be in periL Trusting that your Lordships will give 
' our case due consideration, and as in duty bound, I shall ever pray. 
' HUGH M 'DOUGALL. '—'To the Honourable the Crofters' Commissioners 
' at present sitting in the Island of Tyree. Statement by Lachlan 
' M'Kinnon, residing there. Gentlemen, I desire to state that over twenty 
' years ago I purchased, for the sum of £40 , a croft at that time belong-
' ing to one Archibald M'Phail. M'Phail was then in arrears of rent to 
' the extent of^about £12. This sum was deducted by the factor from 
' the principal, and the balance handed to M'Phail, who subsequently went 
' to America. The late Mr John CampbeU was then chamberlain to his 
' Grace the Duke of Argyll, and Mr Lachlan M'Quarie, ground officer 
' here. After occupying my croft for over twelve years it was taken from 
' me, and no reason given for doing so. When I asked the chamberlain 
' if he had anything against me, he said that he had not, but that there 
' were other reasons. I was then paying for my croft a yearly rent of 
' £5, 10s., and was not in arrears. My family was then young. My 
' stock consisted of one horse and two cows. These I was obliged to sell. 
' With the proceeds, and some money which I borrowed from a friend, I 
' purchased an east coast fishing boat, which I have since had enlarged; 
' and from the time I was deprived of my croft until now the boat has 
' been the principal means of support of myself and family. I have a 
' wife, six sons, and three daughters. At the time my croft was taken 
1 from me, I was allowed to retain one acre of it, or thereabout; the 
' remainder being given to another crofter. During Mr Campbell's time I 
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ARGYLL. ' was not charged any rent for the acre retained, but during the factorship 
• of his successor, Mr Geikie, I was obliged to sign a paper agreeing to 

TYREE. « p a y r e n t j jf required, at any future time. I was never charged rent by 
Neil JI'Neil. ' ^ i r Geikie, but I am now paying the sum of 30s. for the said acre yearly. 

• When my croft was taken from me I was promised another croft in 
' return, but which, notwithstanding my frequent applications to the then 
* and subsequent factors, I am still without. On the ground I now occupy 
1 I can only plant a few barrels of potatoes, and am obliged to plant moro 
' potatoes in other crofters' ground, paying rent therefor. My present 
1 stock consists of two cows and one horse, the grazing and wintering of 
' these respectively costing me over £20 a year. I have never received 
' compensation of any kind for the loss of my croft, although at the time 
' it was taken from me I was willing to emigrate with my family, had 
1 money compensation been given me. As I consider that I have been 
1 most unjustly deprived of my land, and there being no apparent intention 
1 on the part of his Grace the Duke of Argyll to reinstate me therein, or 
- in another croft, I beg humbly to present this statement for the consider-
1 ation of your honours.' 

34190. Did you ever see again this document you signed saying you 
would be obedient to the factor?—-No, but I have heard people who have 
seen it and who signed it, 

34191. You have not seen it?—No, not I. 
34192. Was it ever produced again?—Not to my knowledge, but the 

people who signed it told me they did so. 
34193. Did they get a copy of it ?—It seems not. 
34194. What is your reut at the present time?—£21, 10s. 6d., I 

think. 
34195. Was your father in the croft before you?—We were in Balphuil 

first. 
34196. How long have you been in possession of the present croft?— 

Thirty years. 
34197. Wxas it your brother or your father that came there first?—My 

father. 
34198. What was the rent?—About £18. 
34199. How much money was put on for drainage?—None upon us. 
34200. Therefore, the rise from £18 to £21, 10s. is a rise that was put 

on for reasons unknown to you ?—I may state the reasons perhaps. The 
rents were raised twice forbye the drainage money, and it was sent by the 
factor amongst the tenants to divide amongst themselves, and they valued 
the crofts amongst themselves, and if you did not take so much of this 
rent which is given in lately you will give me your croft, and the crofters 
had to remove back and forward amongst themselves. 

34201. Did they value the whole township?—Yes, among themselves, 
and we had to give up one of the crofts we had for one of these light 
sandy ones, and latterly we were removed down there altogether. 

34202. You present a paper from Lachlan M'Kinnon, in which he says 
he bought his croft and paid £ 4 0 on entering i t ; was that a common 
custom? —Yes, it was in old times that such as Lachlan M'Kinnon bought 
the rental; that is when he bought the stock it was understood that he 
bought the use of the rental along with it. 

34203. When he paid £40 he got some stock for it ?—He would have 
some stock, but it was understood he would have the benefit of the croft 
by buying the rental. 

34204. The goodwill?—Yes, his Grace allowed them to sell the rental. 
John Maclean bought his place, that was what he did. It was understood 
he had it while he paid his rent. 
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34205. And did everybody have the right of selling it ia old times ?— ARGYLL 
It seems they had before factor Campbell's days. 

34206. He stopped that*—Yes, my father bought his first croft the EE~ 
same way in Balpbuil. Neil M'-NeiL 

34207. How long is it since this practice was stopped ?—Thirty-eight 
years ago, I think, since factor Campbell came. 

34208. You mention the scarcity of fuel, what on an average will you 
spend on coals ?—About six tons to each family on an average. Some can 
do with less and some more. 

34209. Where do you get it ?—From Ardrossan. 
34210. What do you pay for it ?—The price varies, sometimes 14s., lGs., 

and 17s. 6d., and it has been as high as 303. per ton. 
34211. Will it come to £ 4 on an average 1—They were allowing £6 on 

an average for each family; some require more than six tons. 
34212. Have none of the crofters any sheep?—I am not aware of any. 
34213. They do not make any cloth at home?—Oh, yes. 
34214. Do they buy the wool?—Yes. 
34215. And spin it at home?—-Yes. 
34216. Are there many weavers in Tyree?—A good many. 
34217. The Chairman.—You say your sons and daughters gather your 

rent through the world ?—Yes. 
34218. Do your sons and daughters frequently send home money from 

their wages ?—Generally they do. 
34219. Would it be possible to pay the rent throughout the country 

unless the younger members of a family sent money from their wages ?— 
As far as I know, I don't think it would; in most cases it would not. 

34220. Do you know anybody here present who actually signed that 
document in which they promised to obey the factor's wishes ?—Yes, 
Donald Macdonald. 

34221. (To Donald Macdonald). Did you sign the document promis­
ing to obey whatever the factor desired ?—Yes. 

34222. How did you know what the contents of the paper were—was 
the paper read over to you aloud ?—All we know is this—the paper was 
not read to us at all, but the ground officer had a lot of notices to quit in 
one hand and this paper in another, and we were told that the contents of 
the paper were that we would require to obey anything that the Duke of 
Argyll or his factor would ask us to do. 

34223. Was it written or printed ?—It was written. 
34224. Was M'Quarie the ground officer?—Yes. 
34225. Is he alive yet?—Yes. 
34226. Is he here ?—He was here; he may be here yet. 
34227. Was that in the time of the present Duke or his predecessor1?— 

In the time of the present Duke. 
34228. Do you know of anybody who can read and who saw the paper 

himself and read it ?—I am not aware of any who read the paper before 
he put his hand to it. 

34229. Was your knowledge of the contents of the paper solely derived 
from the statements of the ground officer ?—The factor was not present 
upon the occasion ; our only information regarding the paper was what 
the ground officer told us at the time. 

34230. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was each tenant obliged to sign a 
separate paper, or did several of them sign one paper ?—I believe it was 
the same paper that every crofter in Tyree signed. 

34231. Did you put your cross to it ?—I believe I signed my name ; I 
can sign my name. 

34232. What year did this occur in?—It would be about thirty-five 
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years ago; some two or three years after Mr Campbell got the manage­
ment of the estates.-—John Campbell, Bailenoe. Probably it was in the 
year 1847. Mr Campbell got the management of the estate in 1846, and 

Neil it was the year after. 
34233. The Cluiirman.—Did you sign it?—I did not sign it myself, 

but everybody in the township where I lived signed it. 
34234. (To Donald Macdonald).—How did you know that the papers 

in the man's other hand were summonses to quit ?—He told us. 

JOHN CAMPBELL, Crofter, Bailenoe (77)—examined. 

34235. Tlxe Chairman.—Have you a paper?—Yes.—'The principal 
' grievances or hardships of which we have to complain are the following :— 
' At the time when Mr M'Xicol had the neighbouring farm, three crofts 
1 and their share of the common were taken from us by Mr Campbell tho 
' factor, and added to Mr M'Nicol's farm. Mr M'Nicol also desired the 
' stock of the three crofts to be grazed in our township, and since we 
1 refused £ 1 0 more rent was laid on us forbye the loss of the crofts. The 
' stock of the schoolmaster's croft, which previous to Mr M'Nicol's time 
' was to be grazed on his farm, was forced on our township without any 
1 payment. At another time a croft was cut off our common for a man 
' who in the course of some years went to America. The factor, Mr 
' Campbell, then gave it back as at first, but laid on us the rent charged 
' on the tenant who left. He (factor) sometime after gave the croft to a 
• blacksmith, a favourite of his own, and charged a new rent, but did not 
' lower our charge. A short time ago another croft and its share of the 
1 common were taken from us, and added to the same tack. A t the time 
' of the neighbouring tack being cleared two of the crofters got share in 
' our township, and also the very best. All such doings greatly spoiled our 
1 township, and led to one of our best roads being closed. Our township 
1 was drained, and the interest of the money spent in so doing was laid 
' on us as extra rent. This was promised to be taken off in the course of 
' twenty-one years ; but we are now thirty-five years paying it, and still 
1 no signs of lowering such rent. Crofters who lost their holdings in other 
' townships built houses on our common grazing ground, and these being 
1 so scattered greatly ruins our grass. What we want now is a lowering 
' of rent; for at the rent charged at present we are unable to take a living 
1 out of our crofts, if our sons and daughters did not send us help from 
' other quarters. We also want the crofts mentioned above restored, 
' which would greatly make up for our loss, for four of us have only one 
' croft each at present.—DONALD CAMPBELL.' 

34236. How long has Bailenoe been a township ?—It was under crofters 
of old. 

34237. What is the name of Mr M'Nicol's farm ?—Ilylipool. 
34238. Was that an old tack?—No; it was under crofters of old times, 

there were twenty-one there. 
34239. You say, ' A short time ago another croft and its share of the 

' common were taken from us and added to M'Nicols' tack,' how long ago 
was that ?—Four years ago. 

34240. How did the croft which was taken away and added to the 
farm become vacant ?—The man that occupied it got a croft iu another 
township. 

34241. Aud would the crofters at Bailenoe have been glad enough if 
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John 
CampbeR. 

that had been divided among them ?—Certaiuly they would have much ARGYLL, 
preferred it. 

31242. How long is it since the drainage was executed?—There was 
some made thirty-five years ago; then for the last twenty-eight years a 
few have been made now and again. 

3-1243. By whom was the drainage done, by the crofters themselves 
or outside people ?—Partly by the crofters and partly by outside labourers. 

34244. Were they stone drains or tile drains ?—Partly the one and 
partly the other. 

34245. Was the work well done ?—Yes, very well done. 
34246. Did they do a great deal of good to the soil ?—Yes, as long as 

they were open. 
34247. Is the land still the better for it, or has the land become as it 

was of old ?—Those that were first done are of no good now ; the ground 
has gone back very much. Those that were more recently done are doing 
good. 

34248. How long did they continue to do good ?—Tweuty years. 
34249. Did any of the crofters open the drains again and relay the 

tiles ?—Some of them. 
34250. And did that do good again?—Yes, they were better. 
34251. Why did not they all do it?—They cannot do i t ; there are no 

stones, all the stones have been used up. They cannot blast the big 
rocks. 

RONALD MACDONALD, Cottar, Heanish (46)—examined. 

34252. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have a paper?—Yes.—' To the 
1 Honourable the Royal Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Cou-
1 dition of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. The Statement of Ronald 
' M' Donald (46), cottar and cattle dealer, Heanish, for Heanish and Baugh 
4 cottars—Humbly sheweth, That many of the cottars of Heanish and 
' Baugh were deprived of their holdings, either directly or indirectly, to 
' make room for tacks, as in the case of one party who was deprived of his 
' holding at Baugh, then partly cleared to make an addition to the tack of 
1 Reef, and same party again was evicted from his croft at Heanish to make 
' room for a blind man and his family from Hylipool, then a crofter town-
1 ship, but which was at this time converted into a tack. This party never 
' received a penny for his outlay in house erection, but had to build 
• another house at his own expense down at the sea-shore; and ejectments 
' were served upon us during our occupancy of the crofts for being one 
' day behind in ploughing our turnip ground, and fines imposed for fictitious 
' faults, and had to be paid on rent day, for such as if any of our horses 
1 should break in accidentally from one part of our common to another 
' part, both which was our own by right. The sums paid for each collectively 
1 amounts to £17. The late John Campbell, Esq., was factor for his Grace 
1 the Duke of Argyll. Cases could be cited where the crofters were evicted 
1 to make room for factor's servants and favourites. The result is that 
' many are reduced to poverty; their only employment in winter is gather-
' ing tangles for the British Sea-weed Company, and making kelp in spring 
1 for the same company whenever they get the chance of doing so, those of 
' them who do not go to the fishing. What we desire is a few acres 
' arable land and as much grazing as will be a sufficient keep for a cow 
' or two.'—' Also Scaranish cottars' statement by Duncan M'Kinuon, crofter 
' formerly, but now labourer, age fifty-five. My father and grandfather 

Ronald 
Macdonald. 
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ARGYLL. - occupied the croft or holding from time immemorial and paid the rent, 
" ' yet evicted to make room for sheep. My father was seventy-five years of 

' age when we were evicted. The croft was about eight acres, giving plenty 
Ronald ' of wor : aud returns to keep us comfortably.'—' Also Archibald M'Kinnon, 

Macdonald. - shoemaker, crofter's son, age forty-three, deprived of the place for which his 
' father paid £50 for the goodwill of it in Scaranish, and never received a 
1 penny for our loss there. There was a large family of us thrown out.'— 
' Also the whole of Scaranish crofters, numbering twenty-two families, 
- were badly used; twelve families went to America, and a number of them 
' died on the passage through want of proper food and allowance. The 
' rest were allowed to remain and got their lots increased, but subsequently 
' all of them were evicted and reduced to poverty. "We humbly pray 
' that our crofts shall be restored to us again, for which we are willing 
• to pay fair rent with fixity of tenure.—DUNCAN M 'KINNON, Scarauish; 
' ARCHIBALD M'IVINNON, Scarauish.' 

34253. What rent are you paying now ?—I just paid one rent last year 
for the garden I got along with the house. 

34254. Had you any land at any time yourself?—My mother had j I 
never had. 

34255. What rent was your mother paying?—About £6. 
34256. Was your mother long a widow?—Yes, she was married twice; 

and it was the land that her husband had that was taken from her. 
34257. Were your father and mother in comfortable circumstances to 

bring up a family?—Yes, they were in good circumstances. My father 
died when I was only an infant, but my stepfather was in good circum­
stances. 

34258. Until they lost the croft ?--Yes. 
34259. Where would you like to get land—yourself and the other 

people of Heanish ?—Wherever we would get it. 
34260. Would some of you be able, if you got land, to build houses 

for yourselves, and to put some stock on it ?—Some of us would be. 
34261. Would you?—I would myself and others would also. 
34262. Would you be able to take as much land as would enable you 

to live without doing anything else but attending to the produce and 
stock ?—The croft would always stand good, and I might still be going 
backwards and forwards as I now am. 

34263. Are there some of the other crofters in Heanish and Baugh who 
could take land ?—Some of them are—three or four at least; others of 
them are very poor. 

34264. Do you know the case of Duncan M'Kinnon, who is referred to 
iu the paper Ì-—1 don't know very particularly about the case; I know the 
man ; he is here. 

34265. Will the whole of the people mentioned here in Heanish, Baugh, 
and Scaranish, ever be in anything but a precarious position unless they 
get more land or steady employment 1—It is difficult for me to say 
generally with regard to that, but I don't see how they can live at all as 
they are. 

34266. Are the people referred to in this paper, for whom you have 
been speaking, generally very poor—poorer than they have been in your 
recollection?—Some of them are poorer than they were, others are 
much about the same condition. 

34267. And you represent to us that the general demand of the people 
is to get more land; and some of them to get potato ground and enough 
to keep a cow?—That is their demand. 

34268. The Cliairman.—How do you make your own living?—I am a 
cattle dealer. 
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342G9. Is the droving trade going on as well as before?—Yes, some- ARGYLL, 
times better, sometimes worse. 

34270. But is it interfered with or altered by the railways and otfie 
causes of that sort ?—It goes on as before. 

34271. Do you pay rent for your house?—I paid one rent for both the 
house and the garden. 

34272. Is the house a new one?—The house is about six or seven years 
old. 

34273. Why did you only pay one rent for the house if you have had 
it for six years ?—It was not asked. 

34274. Then you had your house for nothing for five years?—Yes; 
perhaps more than five, but five anyhow. 

34275. Who built the house ?—I built it. 
3427G. How much did it cost you ?—It did not cost much. If you get 

suitable stone here it can be built cheap; there is not much outlay except­
ing the wood. 

34277. If you had to leave it would you get any compensation for it? 
—It has not been usual in the place to give compensation. 

34278. Did you ask the factor's leave to build it ?—Well, it was an old 
house that was re-made, and I leased the land—just went to one of those 
old houses and made it suitable for habitation. 

34279. Did you pay anything to the former occupier?—No, it is one of 
our "own houses: we did not leave the houses although we lost the land. 

DONALD SINCLAIR, Cottar, Balphuil (40), assisted by ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, 
Cottar, Balphuil (49)—examined. 

31280. Tlie Chairman.—Would you please to make your statement?— Donald 
• The principal grievances or hardships of which we have to complain arc s---flai>- nnd 
' the following :—The most/of us, and our fathers before us, had crofts, and cài,ii'l> 1! 
1 without any reason being assigned they were taken from us. Our crofts 
' were then added to the neighbouring sheep farm. We then had to build 
' new houses at the shore, without any compensation for the houses left. 
1 The only means of living then left us was fishing, and owing to the want of 
' a safe harbour we are unable to prosecute the fishing to any great extent. 
' On that account we have only small boats which we must haul up every 
' night so as to be out of danger. Again, our houses are nearly a mile 
' distant from where our boats land, and that being the case we have 
' many a time to go even at midnight to look after them. On coining 
' from the fishing with these there is none at shore to render any 
' assistance, as our homes are so far from the sort of quay we have. This 
' again gives us great inconvenience when we go for meal, salt, or coals, 
' with our boats to where the steamer lands, that is a distance of six or 
1 seven miles, and on coming back we have to pay dearly for a horse and 
' cart to take such goods to our homes. The inconvenience would be great 
' had it only been that; we have to carry the fish home on our backs. It 

* may be mentioned that the Fisheries Board built a quay previous to cur 
1 crofts being added to the neighbouring sheep farm. I t is at that quay, 
1 although in a very ruined condition, that our boats are still landing. 
1 There are no signs of said quay being repaired, although the proprietor 
' promised to keep it in repair after the board built it. What we now 
• want is a safe harbour, and our houses built near it, so that we could 
' prosecute the fishing in a right style. We also want as much land as 

C Y 
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' will enable us to keep a cow and plant some potatoes, for which we are 
' willing to pay a reasonable rent. 

34281. You say that the meal in the company's store is 8s. per bag 
higher—how much is the oatmeal at the company's store per boll ?—It is 
over £ 2 per two bolls. 

34282. How much would tha t be per boU ?—£1 per boll. 
34283 . Is that higher than the current price in the country 1—Yes. 
34284. W e have generally heard that the price of oatmeal is either 

over £ 1 or 21s. per boll1?—We do not get that kind of meal here. 
34285. W h a t is the chemical work of which you speak ?—It is in con­

nection with their work south—the manufacture of iodine. 
34286. Are you employed at so much a day or per week in this work ? 

— W e do not know. 
34287. Does the company never show you the account in which the 

value of your work is written down1?—The only way to know your wages 
is to go and ask for more provision, which usually consists of Indian meal, 
tea, and sugar, and the only account that is rendered is that you are told 
there is nothing to your credit. 

34288. Does the company buy things as well as sell 1—They take eggs 
in return for provisions. 

34289. Do they take eggs from the families of the people whom they 
employ ?—Yes, from any one. 

34290 . Do they pay for the things they buy ready money, or do they 
enter tha t into the account ?—Goods in return for the eggs—goods only. 

34291 . You never got money from the company for your work or for 
the eggs or other commodities'?—Well, we got occasionally Is. or 2s. to 
put half soles upon our shoes, or the like of t h a t ; but we must tell what 
we want the shillings for before we get them. 

34292. Have you ever complained of this system to the factor?—No, 
but we complained to a member of the company who was here recently, 
either to give us more wages or to give us the meal at the current rate of 
the country. 

34293. What did he say?—His reason was that it would be so much 
money into his pocket if there were none of them working at all, imply­
ing thereby it was out of charity tha t he employed us at all. 

34294. When did this company come into the country?—About 
twenty years ago. 

34295. Do they hold their storehouse and premises as tenants from the 
proprietor, or from some farmer or tacksman ?—We understand that they 
hold direct from the proprietor, and pay him rent for the shores as well as 
for the land. 

34296. You speak of working in gathering tangle or sea-weed; is this 
a new kind of work in the country ; was it introduced in connection with 
the company ?—Yes; bu t the kelp was manufactured before that time, 
and when the kelp was being made in the country the proprietor bought 
it. W e got £ 5 a ton for i t 

34297. But did you gather tangle in the same way at night ?—They 
did not use the tangle for the manufacture of kelp at that time. 

34298. Do you frequently gather the tangle in the middle of the night? 
—Yes , I was a t it myself; of course, we-must attend as the t ide suits. 

34299. Do the women and children work at night ?—Yes. 
34300 . Do you really say tha t women and children occasionally at least 

go out at midnight to gather the tangle upon the shore ?—Yes; my sister 
was a widow with three children, and she was out with me gathering those 
tangles at night. The night was so dark that if I did not see it I could 
feel it among the sea-ware. 
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34301. Was that in the winter?—Yes, it is in the winter that we take 
it. 

34302. How much is it possible to make by the day or week at this 
work—you named 4d. per yard ?—I believe if there was a very strong 
young man and a very strong young man al >ng with him they could both 
possibly make 2s. 6d. each in a day; but very often we can get none for 
weeks ; sometimes not for a month—sometimes only an armful. 

34303. Did your sister's children work at this work at night with her ? 
—Yes, her children were along with her; and that is customary all over' 
the place, as the tide suits. 

34304. Does the company seU coals ?—Yes, it is always dearer than the 
current price of the country. 

34305. (To Archibald Campbell).—What is your case?—In addition to 
what is stated in the paper, we think that if the quay in our place was put 
in order and kept up we might have larger boats, and might prosecute the 
fishing with greater succesa We live a mile from the quay. We were 
removed at the time the nine crofters were cleared away, as was spoken 
about in the former part of the day. My father had one of those crofts. 
When my father lost the croft he was sent to a smithy that was in the 
place. He gave that croft to another man to crop it for the year. We 
had to begin to quarry stones and build t'.e house for ourselves. We 
would not get a stone or a stick that belonged to the place when we left. 

34306. Have you anything more to say on the part of the other people ? 
— Yes, we think that if, in addition to the quay being put in order, we 
were removed down close to it, and got some bit of land with cow's grass, 
we could be able to make our living as fishermen. 

34307. (To Donald Sinclair.)—What do you pay for oatmeal at the 
company's store?—About £1 the boll, more or less ; sometimes 19s., and 
sometimes a little over £ 1 . 

3430S. How much would it cost if you bought it at a shop in the 
island ?—Eighteen shillings sometimes ; sometimes higher. 

34309. Then the two prices are very nearly the same ?—No. 

JAMES SLEVEN, Resident Manager to the North British Chemical 
Company—exami n ed. 

34310. The Chairman.—You have been here part of the day, and have James Steven, 
heard several of the witnesses refer to the system of trade carried on b}" 
your firm ?—Yes; some of these are erroneous. 

34311. Have the kindness to explain the system of trade which you 
carry on with the people ?—Mr Stanford, the principal partner of the 
company, first introduced this into the island. He found a great difficulty 
in conveying money as cash to pay the workmen and kelp burners or 
makers here. Once or twice he sent a clerk from Glasgow with the cash 
box, and the clerk and the cash box were taken north and south, and could 
not get landed. Then there is no bank in the place; and when I came to 
the island it was the request of the people that the company should open 
a store for their benefit. The company did so, and are supplying goods as 
good as can be got in any part of the island, and as reasonable. 

. 34312. Does the company give the people the option freely of receiving 
their wages either in money or in goods ?—They do; but if they get it 
in cash they reduce the price of the kelp. The kelp at present is almost 
a drug in the market, and Mr Stanford has given up the purchase of it in 
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ARGYLL, several places. This place he has kept on the same as at first, and is 
paying the same amount for it. 

TYP.EE. 34313. But do I understand that any labourer in your employment may 
Sleven. c o n i e to you freely and ask you either for money or for goods just as he likes ? 

—Those people who work the kelp are not labourers. They commence to 
work—they know our system—and they can work or not at all as they 
please. We do not employ them; they just commence to put up the sea­
weed. 
• 34314. I want you to speak of other classes of labourers?—One of the 
delegates who was here last said it was only seldom any money could be 
got. That man I paid more than £6 to last summer, for.work he did for 
the company. 

34315. I do not understand what description of labourer1?—He is a 
joiner, the one who was here last. 

34316. I want to know what description of labourers you employ; you 
say that the people who work the kelp are not labourers ?—No. 

34317. Who is employed by the company—what other class?—Just a 
few men, carters, and three or four who work in the factory when it is 
working. 

34318. With regard to the chemical works?—That is the chemical work 
where we prepare the tangle in the rough state for the other work of the 
company, which is at Clydebank. 

34319. The few labourers employed by the company, may they receive 
their wages freely in money or goods as they like?—They get money 
occasionally, and other times goods. 

34320. But if one of your labourers came to you and said, -1 want to 
have the whole of my wages in money, and always to have it in money,' 

would you always give it him?—I would, if I had it on hand. 
34321. But would you try for his benefit to keep it on hand?—Well, 

I cannot do but just as I am done with. I have sometimes cash on hand, 
and other times I have not. "When I have it on hand, and they ask it I 
give it to them. 

34322. Are all the labourers you employ in debt to the company, or are 
some of them not in debt ?—The greater part of them are in debt to the 
company. We just give them goods as they require them, and we do not 
speak of whether it is due or not. 

34323. Suppose one of your labourers said, ' I insist upon having the 
' whole of my wages in money always,' would you promise him to do it or 
not,?—I would say, ' If you keep within your wages, we will pay you 
1 altogether in money.' 

34324. That is to say, ' if you are not in our debt'?—Yes. 
34325. Now explain on what system the people gather the tangle, and 

sell it to you ?—It was stated here it was 4d. a cubic yard; it is 6d. per 
cubic yard. Two feet high and 3 feet long is 4d.; the cubic yard, 3 feet 
long and 3 feet high is Gd. It is but 2 feet high that we take it, as tangle 
keeps better in that state. 

34326. Do the people gather it and bring it to you wet?—No, it is 
placed on the shore, and is measured there by a man employed by the 
company to measure it, and they all get lines for this tangle, and come to 
the store and get paid for it. 

34327. And you take it to your store?—Yes, to our work. 
31328. Suppose a man who has got this heap of tangle said, ' I want to 

* sell it for ready money and not goods,' would you give him ready money ? 
•—No, I would not. 

34329. And if you did, you would give him less than if you gave him 
goods ?—It is possible. 
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3-1330. Is it true that the people are in the habit of gathering the ARGYLL, 
tangle at night in whiter ?—It is very seldom ; that is a rare case. 

34331. Had you ever any knowledge of the case in which the women TYREE-
and children went out in the middle of the night to gather this stuff?— j a m e s sieven 
They might go early in the morning, wliich we might say was night— 
dark—so as to catch the tide. 

31332. Did you ever hear of children going out at night?—I never 
heard of an instance until to-day. 

31333. Is this system of truck or barter which you carry on—have you 
heard it complained of by the people, or is it agreeable to them ?—It has 
been agreeable until lately. 

31331. Is this system of barter or truck approved of by the Duke's 
chamberlain ?—I cannot answer that question. 

34335. Do you know whether he is aware of it ?—Our resident factor 
is aware of it. 

31336. Did the resident factor ever discuss the question with you ?— 
We have often talked of it. 

31337. Did the resident factor seem to approve or disapprove of it?— 
He appeared to approve of it. With regard to the land, as was stated by 
the delegate—he stated that I, as an individual, went to the factor, and 
asked his present croft. Now, that I totally deny, and the present factor 
can be asked the question, if it is true. I never sought his croft, and 
never asked it for myself, or any one. 

31338. You are able to assure him at the present moment that you do 
not wish to possess his croft 1—I can if he is listening; I do not wish 
it. 

31339. But the other crofts which the company possess, how were they 
occupied before they got into possession of the company?—They were 
occupied by crofters. 

31310. ÀVhat became of the crofters, were they turned out?—No, one 
of them got a better place. 

31341. And what did the other get ?—He had two crofts, and he has 
one yet; the other was given to the company. 

34342. Does the company make any profit on the purchase and sale of 
these articles, or do they do it really for the good of the people ?—They do 
it more for the good of the people than for profit; their profit is very small 
indeed. 

34343. Do you think the profit you make is smaller than the ordinary 
profits of a shopkeeper or trader ?—No, I don't thiuk they are smaller, 
but just something similar. 

34344. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Is it drift tangle cast up by the sea 
that they gather ?—Yes. 

34345. They do not cut it ?—No. 
3431G. Why do you get it mostly at low spring tides 1—When the tide 

is out it is got, and when the tide is in it cannot be got. It is partly 
covered by the sea. 

34347. Does the tide not bring it up?—It drives it up. 
34348. Professor Machinnon.—There was a statement made, that the 

weight of a ton of kelp was 22£ cwt. ?—That is correct, that is allowed 
for sand and stones, and I can assure you it is no profit. In some cases 
I have seen 28 lbs. of stone coming out of a piece of kelp, placed there 
undoubtedly by some individual. 

34349. But is it not rather an unusual mode of procedure to call 22^ 
cwt. a ton ?—No, it is always so in the kelp trade. 

34350. Don't you think it would be as well to pay less for 20 cwt. and 
call it a ton 1—It would be just the same. 
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ARGYLL. 34351. The people also stated that when they did get money for the 
kelp they got at the rate of £2 per ton ?—That was offered them. 

TYREE. 34352, But when they got goods they would get at the rate of £4 per 
James Sleven. ton 1—Yes, that they would get the option. I have offered that. 

34353. Does that mean that you charge 100 per cent, profit upon the 
goods ?—No, it does not. 

34354. What does it mean ?—That we wish to pay goods, and it is more 
convenient. 

34355. To the extent of 100 per cent.?—That is not the case. You are 
well aware that kelp is at a low rate at present. 

34356. I do not mean to dispute that £ 2 may be a good price; but 
what is the meaning of £2 per ton in cash or £4 per ton in goods ?—That 
was never mentioned except to one or two individuals who were there 
pushing to get cash by other parties from the outside, and just to stop the 
claim we said so. 

34357. You actually give them for kelp £ 4 worth of goods?—Yes. 
34358. But if you were to be put to it, and they insisted upon getting 

money, you would give them half ?—Yes. 
34359. So that the evidence upon that matter is quite correct1?—It is 

so far. 
34360. There was a man who said here as a matter of complaint that 

you were using his pasture ground for drying the sea-ware ?—That is true. 
34361. And that you had the authority of the factor for that1?—We 

have the authority of his Grace. The company's lease gives them that 
authority to put up sea-ware on the shore to dry it and burn it. 

34362. On the crofters' pasture land ?—Yes. 
34363. So that his Grace derives rent from the crofter and a second rent 

from you ?—In some cases it is more beneficial than injurious to the pasture, 
the sea-weed being put up upon it. 

34364. The crofters seem to take a different view ?—Some of them 
do. 

34365. At what hour is high tide at the height of the spring ?—Six in 
the morning. 

34366. And low water at twelve at night ?—Yes. 
34367. Then is it not at twelve at night that they can get the tangle 

best 1—Yes, if they go. 
34368. It is in winter they get it ?—Autumn, winter, and spring, up to 

the month of April. 
34369. You said they went for it in the morning?—Yes. 
34370. As matter of fact, is there ever a low tide upon a winter's morn­

ing ?—It does not require to be low tide ; you will get it at half tide or 
one hour's ebb. 

34371. And fcl ey go for it at half ebb in the morning and low tide in 
the middle of the day?—Some of them go early in the morniug and 
remain until late at night, and do not return to their homes. 

34372. Perhaps the night tide puts it up best?—It cornea up day 
and night. 

[ADJOURNED.] 


